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shocked &ot a few» and invited raillery from the cynics,
produced over 36,800 Company's rupees.
The design for St. John's Church^was the work of Lieu-
tenant Agg. A scheme had been devised for bringing stone
from the ruins of Gour, and the broken tombs of Bengal's
ancient monarchs were to provide blue marble for the floor-
ing. Archdeacon Hyde in his deeply interesting work,
The Parish of Bengal was unable to tell us how far these
undertakings were carried out. The following letter,
extracted from Mr. Morris9 Life of Charles Grant, throws
some light on the subject:—
Matta, m June, 1784.
"I imagine a number of stones sufficient for the pavement of the new Church
may be collected from the ruins of Gour. The stones are of various sizes,
many from a foot to two feet long, seven inches to fifteen broad, and seldom
less than six inches deep. They are of a blue colour; those I have occasionally
viewed have appeared to be hewn on three sides, but not polished. All the
remains of Gour are unquestionably the property of Government, which we
may dispose of at pleasure, as was the custom of the Subahdars.
It may not be amiss to add that besides the stones which are used in the
buildings of Gour, there are among the ruins a few huge masses, which appear
to be of blue marble, and have a fine polish. The most remarkable of these
covered the tombs of the Kings of Gour, whence they were removed about
fifteen years ago (1768—9) by a Major Adams, employed in surveying, who
intended to send them to Calcutta; but not being able to weigh them into
boats, they still remain on the banks of the river. Some time since I was
desired to give my aid in procuring blocks of marble from Gour for a private
use, but as I knew not how to comply, unless these masses, which are real
curiosities, were broken in parts, I declined. The present occasion is, how-
«ver, of a different nature. They are already removed from their origi-
nal situations, and if any use can be made of them entire for the church,
they would there be best preserved, as indeed they deserve to be. There are
also some smaller stones polished and ornamented with flowers, sculp-
tures, fret-work, etc., and a few freestones of great length."
In the days of Lord Cornwallis, the building fund was
benefited by a grant of Es. 7,200 from a sale of captured
contraband, and Rs. 5,600 from the melting down of
silver which had formerly ornamented a State Pavilion.
On St. John the Baptist's Day, 1781, the Church was con-
secrated under legal documents bearing the seal of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbiiry and brought out to India by the
Governor-General himself. In this year, St. John's must
ttwrteePlel"l» earned for St. John's, its native name-

